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PREFACE. 



THE following pages were drawn up in con- 
sequence of various questions having been put, 
and various erroneous opinions having been pro- 
pounded, to the Author at various times, by 
parties not only of undoubted piety, but also 
parties who, from their station and education, 
were conceived by him to have been far better 
informed on religious, matters, and far less likely 
to be disturbed by the common cavils against 
the Church, than Irt^fothd- them actually to be. 
Supposing therefo/e these parties fairly to repre- 
sent that large sectfondf society with whom the 
Clergyman can hardly enter into the same 
familiar religious discussion which he uses with 
the humbler members of his flock, the Author 
was led to think that the prevalence among them 
of crude and confused ideas upon the origin, the 
constitution, and the doctrine, of their Church, 
might in a great measure arise from the want of 
some short elementary book to serve as an intro- 
duction to the numerous religious publications 
of the day, publications which too generally as- 
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sume the very points which are most commonly 
attacked and denied by the Dissenter. Not 
indeed that this, or any similar work, could 
pretend satisfactorily to enter into, and to discuss, 
the all important topics which it enumerates, 
but it may serve to direct attention to them, and 
to awaken a desire^ nay a consciousness of its 
being a sacred duty, further and more seriously 
to investigate them. Popular science may be 
all very well, but not popular religion. Men 
who are not called upon to be Surgeons or 
Chemists or Astronomers may be contented to 
possess a few facts of general physics, and to 
understand the immediate causes of a few 
ordinary phenomena, and thus much (if set 
before them divested of technical verbiage) they 
can easily master in the intervals of more impor- 
tant avocations. But what should we think of 
a man entering upon a profession with no more 
knowledge than he has gleaned from a Bridge- 
water Treatise or a Hand-book? Yet this is 
precisely our own case with regard to religion 
as consisting both of faith and practice. We 
profess to be Christians and we profess to be 
Churchmen, if not as belonging to the Estab- 
lished Church, at least as belonging to some 
body who believe themselves to constitute a 
Church, we profess also that this our faitli and 
practice is the nearest and dearest interest we 
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can have in the world, and is far more to each 
of us than the utmost attainments in science 
could be to the Surgeon, the Chemist, or the 
Astronomer, and then after all we sit down and 
content ourselves with some miserable smattering 
of religious information, picked up any where 
and any how, without either pains or study, and 
we think that works of theology are too dry 
and too difficult for any but the Clergy. Is not 
this a state of things disgraceful to ourselves 
and ofiensive to our God? Is it not a sin, a 
positive sin, in every one if he be not as well 
acquainted with the things pertaining to the 
Worship and the Word of God, as he could 
become according to the abilities and oppor- 
tunities entrusted to him by the good providence 
of Heaven ? Happy would the Author be if he 
dared hope that these pages might rouse any to 
reflection, and induce them to think on such 
things. To suppose that we can ever understand 
and appreciate the principles of the Church 
without thinking, and hard thinking too, is a 
monstrous delusion, but so also is it to suppose 
that we are not as much bound to serve and 
glorify our Lord with the mind as with the 
hands, by controlling and directing aright our 
powers of thought as well as our powers of 
action. This is the bounden duty and service 
of every Christian in his own person, nor is it 



Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



IV. PREFACE. 

less his duty to aid, at least to endeavour to aid, 
his weaker brethren themselves to perform this 
service, if he shall see wherein such aid may be 
imparted. Believing therefore that some work 
of this nature -would be of value to very many 
who have absolutely no definite views upon 
the subjects of which it treats, the Author has 
done what he could to supply the desideratum. 
It were much to be desired that every one 
should do what he can, and if the Author's 
failure in his task should only induce some better 
qualified person to undertake and more effi- 
ciently to perform it, then will not his labour 
by any means have been in vain. 
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CHAPTER I. 



THE CHURCH. 

** Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
t?iere be no divisions among you ; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same Judgment," 
(1 Cor. 1, 10.) 



IT is certainly one of the most distinguishing 
characteristics of the present day that a spirit 
of religious inquiry has been spreading far and 
wide, and that persons who were wont to take 
religion upon trust are now actively and ear- 
nestly engaged in ascertaining the meaning of 
such words as Churchman and Dissenter, Pro- 
testant and Papist, and labouring to satisfy 
themselves whether the faith in which they have 
been educated be in very deed the true faith. 
So much has been said about " The Church," 
and the danger threatening " The Church," and 
so much enormous abuse has been heaped upon 
'*The Church" by those who have dissented 
from her, that people have begun to ask, what 
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is '* The Church," and what her distinctive 
tenets? so that the laity in general are begin- 
ning to £^ttach definite ideas to words which 
once were, only party badges. This is as it 
should be, and if it had always been thus, we 
should have heard less of dissent. Truth is 
mighty and will, and miist, prevail. All per- 
sons indeed have not the same means of study 
or like powers of mind, still, when the public in 
general seeks for truth, the great mass of society 
will be found agreeing in that truth. Hitherto 
it has not been so. The Dissenter has been a 
Dissenter, and the Churchman has been a 
Churchman, just because their parents had been 
the same before them. By far the greater 
number of those who cry out against the Church, 
and who go to vestry meetings to oppose, right 
or wrong, the rector and the churchwarden, 
have never so much as read the Book of Prayer, 
the Offices, or the Articles which they condemn. 
Too many also of those who seldom fail to 
attend their Parish Church are utterly ignorant 
of the claims of the Church to which that 
building is devoted upon their support their 
veneration and their love. Let us now hail 
with joy a dawn of better things. People are 
beginning to read and think, and will soon cease 
quarrelling about unessentials. The evils of 
sectarianism, and the bar it places to the religious 
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instruction of the poor, who now alas if one 
teacher refuse to flatter and uphold them in 
their errors have never far to seek for a more 
accommodating pastor, are so maniifest that no 
reflecting person, who can avoid it, ever will 
support the system. Difierences of course do 
and must exist. If an individual be persuaded 
that the church suppresses or distorts any of the 
saving truths of the Gospel, or teaches for the 
word of God the mere commands of men, then 
he must in conscience separate him from us. 
But if on the other hand he find that the Church 
does declare the whole counsel of God, then 
surely he will not, he cannot, rend and divide 
the fold of Christ, because some of the externals 
and accessories of that fold be not altogether to 
his liking. It is not rate or tithe, surplice or 
liturgy, occasional non-residence or episcopal 
state, but it is unsound doctriney which alone 
can justify dissent. The doctrines of the Gospel 
must ever be the same, but the changing aspect 
of society may require from time to time changes 
and modifications in the machinery by which 
those doctrines are taught and propagated. What 
then will be the part of the christian man who 
may object to certain supposed imperfections in 
the existing machinery? Why, he will endea* 
vour to point public attention to them. While 
in a minority he will peaceably submit to the 
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views of the majority, erroneous though they 
seem to him, waiting until that majority gradu- 
ally yielding to the force of reason shall become 
a minority, when he may be sure would soon 
follow the remedying of such imperfections. 
We of the Church of England, believing that 
our doctrines are the very doctrines of the 
Gospel, must be grieved to find a man who 
conscientiously believes them to be otherwise, 
but we respect that man, and while we all seek 
one same heaven we see no cause to fall out 
with him by the way. But when we ftnd some 
other man arrayed against us, and making 
ceaseless war upon us, because he may have 
quarrelled with some individual of our body, or 
because he may have lent his money to a meet- 
ing house, or because he may gain an easier 
living with his tongue than with his hands, or 
because he may prefer a sermon written and 
repeated by heart to a sermon written and openly 
read from a manuscript, or because he may call 
the surplice a remnant of Popery, or because 
he may find the Liturgy too long, or because he 
may find it too short, or because he may con- 
trive to make his profession of religion a more 
convenient political or mercenary engine on one 
side than on the other, or for any other reason 
equally wise and good, how can charity itself 
be expected to feel a shadow of respect for such 
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a man? Now the more our tenets are known 
and understood, the more we may hope to win 
the conscientious and to shame the worldly 
dissenter, the more, above all, we may hope to 
confirm and strengthen in the right way the 
younger and least learned members of our body. 
With this view it is now proposed to guide the 
beginner to a clear and definite idea of what the 
Church is and what her Articles. Not to enter 
at large upon the Scriptural proofs of these last 
nor upon the various heresies against which they 
have been levelled, but simply and familiarly to 
set forth what the Church is and what the 
Church teaches. This is evidently the first 
step in the discussion, and wonderful it is how 
many altogether overlook it. But this step 
once taken, once that is the inquirer shall begin 
to know what ho has professed, it will be his 
duty, and it will be his pleasure, to go forward 
and to probe the truth and soundness of his 
professions. For this he has the short but ex- 
cellent volume of Bishop Tomline, or the larger 
and more elaborate work of Bishop Burnet. 
The pages now before him are only meant to be 
his hand booky and yet even as such the author 
hopes that they may prove to many neither un- 
interesting nor uninstructive. 

First then let us ask the question. What is 
the Church? we may reply that in common 
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parUmee diis term ^ Tlie CkmrA^ b taken 
to signHj that pcMtioD of societj wko ia this 
coontry aie in po m o cga on, fiir v^giovs psrposes, 
cff the bfufldiDgs and endowments dedieated of 
old to the senrioe of rel^ion and to the main- 
tenance of religions teachers. But ^tns accep- 
tation of the word, howerer commoD, is vtterlr 
erroneoii9, and from this erroneoiis acoeptatioQ 
have arisen all those difBcoldes which confuse 
and obscure the snbjecL The Church ci Eng- 
land is not to be confomided with the ]&taMish- 
ment of England. They happen indeed so far 
as thej go to be identical, but the Church of 
England claims, as will presently be shewn, a 
rank far above any Establishment of law, namely 
that of a true and integral branch of the Church 
of Christ. It claims to be, not only a Church 
established by man, but also a Church founded 
by the Saviour and his Apostles. But even the 
limited idea of a mere human Establishment 
may suffice to shew the error of nine-tenths of 
the declaimers upon this subject who speak of 
the Church as if it consisted of the Clergy only. 
Simply as representing an Establishment, as re- 
presenting the section of society having at any 
period the lawful use and benefit of the parochial 
endowments, it is evident that by far the greater 
portion of the Church must be the Laity. The 
Clergy are but their officers, holding certain 
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property in trust that they shall perform for the 
multitude of their brethren certain offices. Now 
this property, coupled with various political 
privileges, has from the earliest recorded time of 
fixed national government and civilization in 
England, been held by the ministers of a certain 
class of Christians, viz. of those who recognise 
a ministry of three orders. Bishops Priests and 
Deacons, and who claim no jurisdiction over 
them in their ministerial capacity. In spiritual 
matters this smaller body, this ministry, have 
always governed themselves, in temporal mat- 
ters they have been subject to the public law. 
They may have been, at various times, more or 
less wealthy, more or less powerful, more or less 
controlled by law, more or less learned, more or 
less sound in doctrine, more or less pure in 
morals, but thus have they existed in England 
since England has been a Christian land, con- 
stituting with the lay members of their com- 
munion " The Church of England" Now the 
recognition by law of this property and of these 
political privileges, constitutes the alliance of 
Church and State, that is to say the Establish- 
ment. But even this Establishment neither 
was the offspring of the State nor is it now sup- 
ported by the State alone. It was at first solely 
the offspring of Christian knowledge among 
the people, and now it owes its continuance 
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to the continuance of such knowledge . In point 
of fact the converse of this proposition is more 
true, and if the Church be not the parent of the 
State at least she is her elder sister. At the 
first dawn of freedom and of civilization in the 
land the Church was found in possession of 
rank and wealth and power. Being then sup - 
ported by the people she was safe. The State 
could not but establish . Christianity, neither 
could Christianity have been establislied under 
any other form. Thus the Church has grown 
with the State, thus are they together incor- 
porated, in our laws, in our constitution, and 
in our feelings^ and thus they must continue 
whether the mere government of the day be 
pleased thereat or not. Eer honours, her tithes, 
her temporalities, are only externals, but then 
they are externals beyond the power of any 
inimical ministry. They were conferred by, 
and they are supported by, a christian people. 
But let us for the sake of argument suppose 
things, of themselves, all but impossible. Let 
us conceive the light of the Gospel suddenly 
extinguished in the land, the legislature alone 
remaining christian, how could that legislature 
create or support a christian Church? The 
attempt would be absurd. The clergy would 
be once more missionaries among the heathen, 
and would have to convert a laity before the 
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parliament coald erect a Church. Again, let 
us conceive the legislature infidel (and alas such 
an assumption may be far nearer to the truth) and 
the people christian, how could that legislature 
destroy the Church ? Here we must discriminate 
between the Church and the Establishment. 
We are supposing extreme cases, we will there- 
fore suppose such legislature able to control the 
people and to destroy the Establishment, to take, 
that is, from the clergy, honours, tithes, fran- 
chise, estates, still would remain the same chris- 
tian people, still would remain the same christian 
ministry, and that ministry however supported, 
and that people, still would constitute the Church. 
Thus, as we before said, the Church neither is 
the offspring of the State, neither owes its con- 
tinuance to the support of the State, how far 
their present union may be for the benefit and 
increased efficiency of one or both it is not our 
present purpose to examine. Now of all this 
we have an illustration apt and near at hand. 
What is, according to common parlance^ the 
Church of Scotland ? What portion, that is, 
of society is there in possession for religious 
purposes of the parochial buildings and endow- 
ments ? Why the sect of the Presbyterians. The 
Church of Scotland was for centuries episcopa- 
lian like our own, but the public mind having 
turned with overwhelming force in fevor of 
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PresbTterianism, the power of the crown was 
▼ainly exerted to uphold the former politj, the 
State conld not support the Churchy and Pres- 
bjterianism was established. But nevertheless 
Episcopacy remains, and the Church, as distin- 
goished from the Establishment, flourishes in 
Scotland unto this day under the six bidiops of 
Edinburgh, Dunkcld, Aberdeen, Ross, Brechin, 
and Glasgow, nay more, recent events have 
much tended to its increase, and should the 
time arrive when the mass of the people shall 
be won over to that way of thinking, then 
doubtless the State, not leading but following, 
would register the change, and the Church 
would be once more established in the sister 
kingdom. 

If then a Church Establishment be thus the 
carrying out of religious views accordipg to 
public opinion in any self-governing or inde- 
pcndant State, it would follow that such Esta- 
blishment should be co-extensive with such State, 
it should be National. Granted an Established 
Church of Englard, we could not conceive it 
stopping on the banks of the Tamar or the Tyne, 
and not reaching to Cornwall or Northumber- 
land ; so neither on the other hand could we ima- 
gine it spread over Germany or France. Now 
on this point there is every shade of dissent 
from Popery on the one hand to Congregational 
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